Melioidosis in children from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
There are few data on paediatric melioidosis in endemic areas outside rural north-eastern Thailand and northern Australia. This study reports 16 culture-confirmed cases of melioidosis in children aged < or = 15 years seen between 1976 and 2005 at an urban teaching hospital in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Seven (43.8%) patients had septicaemic melioidosis (with three known deaths) and nine (56.2%) had localised disease (one death). Eleven (68.8%) patients had underlying diseases, including five with haematological malignancies. Skin, soft tissue and lymph nodes were most commonly affected. There were no cases of parotitis or pharyngocervical disease (seen in Thailand), or encephalomyelitis (seen in Australia). The differences in disease seen in this study compared with the mostly rural patients described in previous studies might be owing to a different patient population in an urban environment. Septicaemic melioidosis has a high mortality, but localised disease has a good prognosis, and selected cases may be cured without the full recommended treatment regimen.